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Oregon Whitewater Association is dedicated to preserving, protecting and promoting 
Oregon’s rivers for the safe enjoyment of both public and private non-motorized 
boating, now and in the future. We advocate fairness in accessibility to river resources 
and provide a voice for responding to river issues and management concerns.
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RiveR tip
submitted by tom hanson

Check out OWA’s   
newly-designed website! 
www.oregonwhitewater.org

> > Continued on page 4

By the time I took the online signup form down 
from the OWA website for this trip, 72 people had 
signed up and paid for the annual joint OWA/OKCC 
Veterans Day Rogue River float.  Wow.  That is an 

unbelievable number of people.  Our club has grown so 
much over the past few years and the fact that there was 
this much interest in the trip is evidence of that.

As it always happens on large trips like this, a few people 
cancelled for various reasons and by the time we got to the 
put in at Graves Creek, our group size was 61 people.  By 
any measure, 61 is a lot of people to all float a river at the 
same time.  Because of that, as the trip leader I needed a 
solid plan that would create an attitude of safety, working 
together and having fun – and I needed to communicate 
that plan to the group early.
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Looking for that  
perfect rafting gift?

Go to www.cabelas.com for 
camping gear. They have a wide 
selection, good prices and good 
quality. For example, their kitchen 
tables provide more utility than 
our old standard roll-a-table or 
outfitters table.

2011 veteRans day Rogue RiveR tRip 
November 11-13, 2011  •  Submitted by Scott Ogren

Please note 
oWa Meeting’s 
neW location occuPy the Rogue!occuPy the Rogue!

next Meeting

Wednesday, December 14, 2011  
7:00-9:00 PM

Flying pie pizza
7804 S.E. Stark Street 
Portland, OR  97215

www.oregonwhitewater.org
www.oregonwhitewater.org
http://www.cabelas.com


Contact information
Your OWA officers and volunteers
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oWa web site address:
 http://www.OregonWhitewater.org

Brenda Bunce, President
 president@oregonwhitewater.org
 360.931.4224 

Bruce Ripley, Vice President
 vice-president@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.522.7470 

Karen Eichhorn, Secretary
 secretary@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.246.4504

Rick Carman, Treasurer
 treasurer@oregonwhitewater.org 
 503.642.9347

Mary Cooper, Membership Director
 membership@oregonwhitewater.org
  
Scott Ogren, Technology Director
 webmaster@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.267.9785

Tom Hanson Tips Editor
 rivertips@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.201.4428 

Pat Barry, Trip Editor
 tripeditor@oregonwhitewater.org
 971.222.5422

Cary Solberg, Advertising Editor
 advertisingeditor@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.222.6718

Karen O’Neel, Newsletter Editor
 newslettereditor@oregonwhitewater.org
 503.789.3636

oWa list server address:
H20Addicts@OregonWhitewater.org

http://www.oregonwhitewater.org
http://oregonwhitewater.org/rivers/river-levels
mailto:vice-president@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:secretary@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:treasurer@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:membership@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:webmaster@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:rivertips@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:tripeditor@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:advertisingeditor@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:newslettereditor@oregonwhitewater.org
mailto:H20Addicts@oregonwhitewater.org
http://www.cascadeoutfitters.com
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  pResident’s CoRneR B R e n da B u n C e

Join us at our next general meeting on December 14, for our 
feature presentation on proper food storage and sanitation 
techniques for wilderness river trips. 

Zach Collier is an avid whitewater boater and the owner of Northwest 
Rafting Company, an outfitter that offers multi-day river expeditions. 
He will share some things he’s learned along to way about keeping 
your river expeditions happy and healthy. 

If you haven’t checked out our website lately, we have our 2012 trip 
calendar updated. If you see a river trip that you would like to see 
on there, consider being a trip leader and send your information to 
our trip editor, Pat Barry.

Also, order your Oregon and Idaho 2012 INVASIVE SPECIES permit 
online today. See details on our website.

Vote today! You should have received your online ballot for our 
OWA board elections. Running unopposed is Bruce Ripley for 
second term Vice President and Merrie King for Treasurer. Online 
voting will continue through December 13th.  If you don’t get your 
vote in by then, you can vote at the December general meeting. 

Rick Carman’s term as treasurer is coming to an end. It is with 
gratitude and a big heartfelt “Thanks” for his dedication of FOUR 
years of volunteering time. The gift of time is priceless and his 
commitment to our club and it’s growth is much appreciated.

SEE YOU AT FLYING PIE PIZZARIA.

Night and day the river 
flows. If time is the mind 
of space, the River is the 
soul of the desert. Brave 
boatmen come, they 
go, they die, the voyage 
flows on forever. We are 
all canyoneers. We are all 
passengers on this little 
mossy ship, this delicate 
dory sailing round the 
sun that humans call the 
earth. Joy, shipmates, joy.                              

~Edward Abbey,  
The Hidden Canyon --  

A River Journey

Our annual New Year’s day Sandy River Float, from Dodge Park 
to Oxbow Park, will be happening with Team River Runner on 
January 1, 2012. See our website for details.

www.canyonwrenoutdoorgear.com
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I set the tone of the trip early 
so everyone would know what 
to expect from the big things 
like how we were going to get 
all of the boats through the 
Fish Ladder to the little things 
like what we were going to do 
with the garbage.  I spent a 
week composing an email and it 
went through three drafts and 
was proof-read by three people 
who offered their suggestions 
and gave their input on all of 
the things that needed to be 
covered.  Those who got the 
email know how long it was. I 
didn’t realize it until someone 
who printed it out told me it 
was four pages long – but it did 
what it needed.  Expectations 
were set and everyone on the 
trip cooperated exceptionally 
well.  Things went so smoothly 
that you wouldn’t have known 
this was the largest wilderness 
travel trip in OWA history.

2011 veterans day Rogue River trip  
Continued FRoM page 1

Bruce Ripley along with Russ 
Pascoe and the OKCC kayakers 
set up a communication system 
at the Fish Ladder that let the 
next boat know when it was 
safe to enter.  There were 
people stationed at strategic 
locations in the Fish Ladder to 
help stuck boats keep moving.  

There was organization, order 
and everyone knew what they 
needed to do.  In all, roughly 
40 boats (rafts, cat boats and 
kayaks) moved through the Fish 
Ladder at Rainie Falls in about 
an hour and a half.  One more 
boat that was running a little 
behind went through about 30 

dan hudson at the Fish Ladder
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minutes later.  That doesn’t 
happen without being organized 
and everyone working together.

Camp at Horseshoe Bend was 
amazing.  The OKCC kayak crew 
served an incredible dinner of 
pasta, homemade sauce, and 
garlic bread along with probably 
the best salad I have ever had 
outdoors.  Cary Solberg served 
as the group bartender and 
the party was on.  We had four 
campfires going and plenty of 
fun was had by all.

The next morning we all 
woke up to a great breakfast 
of scrambled eggs along with 
biscuits and gravy prepared by 
Rick Hendon.  After a hearty 
breakfast, we all packed up 
camp and all 61 of us were ready 
to leave camp at 9:30 or so.

The next big challenge was 
Mule Creek Canyon and Blossom 
Bar.  Blossom Bar is another 
place where there’s only room 
for one boat at a time and we 
all needed to give each other 
space and wait patiently for 
our turn.  Everything went 
very smoothly and probably 
the biggest problem in the 

entire group was me – I got my 
boat stuck on a rock just after 
passing Volkswagen Rock on 
the right.  It took both my boat 
mate Jen Carman and I each 
pulling on an oar as hard as 
we could to get away from the 
rock – we were stuck for about 
45 seconds in total.  If that’s the 
worst thing that happened to 
40 boats and 61 people, we did 
pretty well.

Camp at Tacoma Bar 
resembled a techie version of an 
Occupy Portland encampment 
as we were all pretty close to 
each other, but it was good.  
Appetizers were served by Cary 
Solberg and Marion Flood.  Cary 
made quesadillas and Marian 
made guacamole right there in 
camp and served it with chips 
and pre-made margaritas that 
we all enjoyed.  I served chili 
and cornbread that everyone 
seemed to enjoy.

A scrambled egg and pancake 
breakfast was served by Rob 
Harvey and his crew.  We all 
got to enjoy a little more time 
at camp before we packed 
everything up and headed 

towards Foster Bar.
Once we were at the boat 

ramp, it seemed as though 
everyone helped everyone.   
We all worked together so well 
that I was one of the last two 
vehicles to leave at 1:30.  It was 
really amazing to watch – all  
61 of us converged on the 
Foster Bar boat ramp in our 
boats and left in our trucks in 
an hour and a half. 

All in all this was a very 
successful trip.  At first I was a 
little hesitant to have 72 people 
on the trip, but after a few days 
a few people cancelled and then 
I had some time to get my head 
wrapped around the challenge.  
There were two things that 
contributed to the success of 
this trip that I would recommend 
to anyone attempting to lead a 
large group down a river.  The 
first is communication; the trip 
leader should develop a through 
plan and communicate that to 
the group as early as possible 
so everyone has time to digest 
what is going to happen.  The 
second is be lucky enough 

anna with Kayaker salad

dinner crew at tacoma Bar

> > Continued on page 7
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http://nextadventure.net/
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to have people on your trip 
cooperate as much as the 
people on this trip did.  We all 
cooperated with each other and 
worked together at every turn.  
It seemed as though everyone’s 
actions were for the greater 
good of the group.  Everyone 
worked together, helped each 
other out and we all had a great 
time.  The last thing I would 
add is I had plans for nearly 
everything that could have gone 
wrong that I communicated to 
only a few people.  I didn’t want 
the whole group to worry about 
everything I worried about, but I 
had quietly appointed key people 
to jump into action should things 
go wrong.  Luckily, none of those 
things were needed but people 
were ready just in case.  In my 

mind, that was a very important 
thing to do with a group this large.

Thanks again to everyone on 
the trip who made it so easy 
for me to do my job as the trip 
leader.  It was an incredible trip.

2011 veterans day Rogue River trip  
Continued FRoM page 5

Whitewater rafting down one of the most  
challenging rivers in North America? 
Your journey begins and ends at Scotty’s!

Scotty’s Hells Canyon Outdoor 
Supply and Shuttle Service
P.O. Box 149 • Highway 86 

Oxbow, OR 97840

1-800-785-3358

Bartender Cary solberg

Membership  
dues Changes

submitted by Mary Cooper

Effective 1/1/2012, OWA 
annual dues will increase 
from $24 to $28. This very 
small increase is necessary 
to fund the expanded 
member services OWA has 
been able to offer. You can 
pay for more than one year 
at a time if you wish.

The good news is that all 
members who are paid up 
on December 31st  2011 will 
have their dues extended 
6 months to the end of the 
year rather than expiring in 
July. For example, if you are 
paid up through 6/30/2012, 
your membership is now 
extended to 12/31/2012.

Any questions, please 
contact Mary Cooper or any 
board member.

http://www.scottyshellscanyon.net
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the importance of Layover days
submitted by scott ogren

Do you need repair or maintenance  
to your inflatable boat?

We are located in the Portland area and service all of 
Oregon and Washington for all the top brands of inflatable 

kayaks, rafts and inflatable fishing boats.   

We specialize in providing the best possible professional 
work while maintaining low cost. Goodwater offers  

free consultations to renew your deteriorating  
inflatable into a new air-tight boat.

Visit our website at: Goodwaterboatworks.com

M any of us schedule our 
river trips to minimize the 
time we need to take off 
work.  Often times, that 

means we pack as much river into 
as few of days as possible – and we 
hurry our way down stream so we 
can tell ourselves and our friends 
all that we did over the weekend.  I 
was on a trip last summer where 
we did just the opposite, and we all 
thoroughly enjoyed the slowed down 
and relaxed pace of the trip.  All we 
needed to do was take an extra day 
off work and agree to do less of the 
river than we were capable of.

On Friday, June 17 a gaggle of 
kids, adults and dogs lazily left the 
Trout Creek boat ramp on the Upper 
Deschutes River headed for Whiskey 
Dick.  The sun was shining, clouds 
were few and far between and the 
wind was calm.  The kids were 
playing, shooting water, jumping 
from boat to boat and all the adults 
could talk about was how nice it was 
going to be to have a layover day at 
Whiskey Dick.

We arrive at camp and we were 
a little disappointed to find that 
another group had the same idea 
and had already been in the prime 

camping spot at Whiskey Dick for 
a day or two and so we had to go 
around the corner and park our 
boats in the large eddy.  That turned 
out to be the best thing that could 
have happened to us.  The kids 
spent the afternoon playing in the 
water, climbing on the wood that 
had settled in the eddy, and generally 
having a great time.  Some chose to 
fish well into the evening without a 
care in the world.

The next morning we all woke 
up to a small rain shower and the 
common theme was, “If it’s going to 
rain on a river trip, the best day to do 
it is on a layover day.”  The timing of 
it all was perfect – we all hung out 

under the tarps we had set up until 
the rain stopped around 10:30 am 
while some slept in and enjoyed the 
fact that there was no hurry to be 
in.  We spent the morning drinking 
coffee and hanging out waiting for 
the rain to stop, and when it did we 
spent the rest of the day playing.  
Our layover day was spent being lazy, 
hiking, playing games, fishing and 
loving the fact that we didn’t have a 
thing to do.

About the most useful thing we 
did was everyone who was rowing 
a boat made the walk down to 
Whitehorse Rapid and pre-scouted 
the day before we ran it.  That 
saved a lot of time because the next 
morning we just lined up and ran 
it.  Other than that, the view from 
the cliffs that overlook the plateau at 
Whiskey Dick was pretty cool.

We spent one more night camping 
at Lower Rainbow Bend and ended 
our trip at Harpham Flat, so that 
meant our trip was 32 miles in total 
with each day we floated was only 
about 10 or 12 river miles.  Short 
days on the river with a layover 
mixed in were just the right mix to 
make for one of the most relaxing 
trips I have been on in years.  

I highly recommend adding a 
layover day to any river trip.  The 
one thing that all of the adults on 
the trip kept saying was that layover 
day was one of the best river days 
any of us ever had.  That made the 
rest of the trip that much better.  At 
this point, it’s going to be hard to 
run the Upper Deschutes River with 
kids and not include a layover day.  
trust me, the extra vacation 
day is well worth it.

http://www.Goodwaterboatworks.com
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• AC  • Satellite TV  • In Room Coffee • WiFi • Pet Friendly

Located on Hwy 97 in Maupin, next to the Visitor’s Center
1-877-899-6608 • www.deschutesmotel.com

Deschutes
M O T E L

  Since 1945

Andy & Bax
Inflatable Rafts, KayaKs and Pontoon PacKages

Featuring...

9:00 am - 6:00 pm  
Monday through Saturday

Friday until 9:00 pm

324 SE Grand  •  Portland, Oregon

503-234-7538
www.andyandbax.com

http://www.deschutesmotel.com
http://www.andyandbax.xom
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1.1 Sandy River II/III Val Shaull valshaull@frontier.com 503.805.8991 
Sun      

1.28 Siletz River III/IV Tom Riggs trriggs@ashland.com 503.647.0690 
Sat

2.18-20 Rogue River III/IV Bee Tyree dillflet@comcast.net 503.753.4081 
Sat-Mon      

3.16-18 Rogue River III/IV Rick Carman frederickcarmen 503.642.9347 
Fri-Sun    @comcast.net 

3.24-26 Lower Deschutes III Scott Ogren scott@scottogren.com 503.267.9785 
Sat-Mon      

4.14 Deschutes River III/IV Tom Hansen TJHRafter@earthlink.net 503.201.4428 
Sat             
4.20-22 Lower North Umpqua II/III Brenda Bunce brenda.bunce@gmail.com 360.931.4224  
Fri-Sun      

5.26-27 Lochsa River IV/V Steve Herring stevenh@tektronix.com 503.646.6100  
Sat-Sun      

6.15-17 Lower Deschutes III Carol Beatty caroldon1@comcast.net 503.816.6172  
Fri-Sun

7.2-4 Lower Salmon III/IV Eric/Candace balle@pocketinet.com 509.201.4428  
Mon-Wed   Ball   

7.19-22 McKenzie River III Brenda Bunce Brenda.bunce@gmail.com 360.931.4224  
Thu-Sun      

9.15-17 Hell’s Canyon III-IV Mike Moses mtymo_@hotmail.com 509.240.4220  
Sat-Mon      

9.22 North Santiam River III Rick Hendon gonetothedogsinc 503.887.4305   
Sat    @msn.com

9.29 Yakima River II Vance Cordell pyloris58@yahoo.com 360.253.3013   
Sat     

11.10-12 Rogue River III/IV Scott Ogren scott@scottogren.com 503.267.9785 
Sat-Mon 

Trip Calendar
submitted by pat Barry

Please go to the OWA  
website for additional  
details on each trip.

CLICK HERE

Or go to  
http://oregonwhitewater.org/ 

calendar/trip-calendar 

mailto:valshaull@frontier.com
mailto:trriggs@ashland.com
mailto:dillflet@comcast.net
mailto:frederickcarmen@comcast.net
mailto:frederickcarmen@comcast.net
mailto:scott%40scottogren.com?subject=Lower%20Deschutes%20trip
mailto:mailto:tjhrafter%40earthlink%2Cnet?subject=Deschutes%20Day%20Float
mailto:Brenda.bunce%40gmail.com?subject=McKenzie%20Trip
mailto:stevenh@tektronix.com
mailto:caroldon1@comcast.net
mailto:balle@pocketinet.com
mailto:Brenda.bunce%40gmail.com?subject=McKenzie%20Trip
mailto:mailto:mtymo_%40hotmail.com?subject=Hell%27s%20Canyon%20Trip
mailto:gonetothedogsinc@msn.com
mailto:gonetothedogsinc@msn.com
mailto:mailto:pyloris58%40yahoo.com?subject=Yakima%20River%20trip
mailto:scott%40scottogren.com?subject=Lower%20Deschutes%20trip
http://


Come check out all of our new products 
we are carrying in the store this year:

*Shred Ready Helmets
*Paluski Paddles
*Yeti Coolers 
*Pelican Boxes
*Aquabound - Paddles -
*Patagonia - Clothing
*MTI - Life Jackets
*Palm - Drysuits

*Immersion Research
*Jet Boil - Stoves
*Eco Safe - Toilet Systems
* PETT - Toilet systems
*Restop - Toilet Syetems
*Whitewater Designs Inc.
*Lite Cylinder Propane Tanks
*Chaco - Sandals

Rafts, Catarafts & Kayaks
Store and Showroom Hours

White Water Mfg
724 Ort Ln - PO Box 649
Merlin, OR. 97532
1-800 GO SOTAR 
WWW.SOTAR.COM

Aug 31st- Oct 15th  9am - 6pm Mon-Sat
Oct 16th - March 30th  9am - 5pm Mon - Fri
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madcatr@aol.com

It’s time to vote for OWA Vice President and Treasurer
Please click on the link below or vote in person at the December meeting.

CLiCK heRe to vote

Please Vote

www.madcatr.com
http://www.madcatr.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?hl=en_US&formkey=dDdGazlMODgwckhaRU81a1VjaVplN0E6MQ&ifq


oregon Whitewater association Membership application Form
Address: _______________________________________________________

City, State Zip: __________________________________________________

    Check for a hard copy newsletter via US mail.       

A household membership is $24.00 for one year, from July 1 to June 30.  
Dues after January 1 are prorated at $12.00, otherwise annual dues are $24.00.

I hereby state that I wish to participate in courses and/or activities offered by Oregon Whitewater Association (OWA) a non-profit 
corporation. I recognize that any outdoor or aquatic activity may involve certain dangers including, but not limited to, the hazards 
of traveling by boat on rivers or other bodies of water, accidents, or illnesses in remote places or occurring during portages, forces 
of nature, and the actions of participants and other persons. I further understand and agree that without some program providing 
protection of its assets and its leaders, officers, and members, OWA would not be able to offer its courses and activities.

In consideration of and as part of my payment for the right to participate in the activities offered by OWA, I hereby release OWA and 
its leaders, officers, and members from any and all liability, claims and causes of action arising out of or in any way connected with 
my participation in any activities offered by OWA. I personally assume all risks in connection with these activities, and further agree 
to indemnify OWA and its leaders, officers, and members from all liability, claims, and courses of action which I may have arising 
from my participation in activities including, but not limited to those involving death, drowning, personal injury, and property damage. 
The terms of this agreement shall serve as a release and indemnity agreement for my heirs, assigns, personal representatives, and 
for all members of my family including any minors. [Parent or legal guardian must sign for all persons under eighteen (18) years of 
age.] This agreement is effective as of the date signed, and has no termination date. I have fully informed myself of the contents of 
this release and indemnity agreement by reading it before I have signed it.

all participating adult members of the household (age 18+) must sign. guardians must sign for minors.

Make your check payable to the 
Oregon Whitewater Association 
and mail to:

oregon Whitewater association  
P. O. Box 2137

Beaverton, Oregon 97075-2137

participant printed name signature
Member #1
Member #2
Member #3
Member #4

participant email address preferred phone(s)
Member #1
Member #2
Member #3
Member #4

participant                     printed name                                          signature

participant                     email address                                 preferred phone(s)

neW! sign up online with paypal
EXISTING MEMBERS: http://oregonwhitewater.org/about/pay-dues
NEW MEMBERS: http://oregonwhitewater.org/about/join/sign-up

http://oregonwhitewater.org/about/pay-dues
http://oregonwhitewater.org/rivers/river-levels

